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ily's hands it remained until after 1960 when sold and "imprO\,ed" 
with apartments. The old house on the Thomas estate used as a 
chauffeur's cotlage, standing until the apartments replaced I t. 

I . Chester Co. Deed Bk. Y· l 
2. CheSler Co. Deed Bk. Y-2 

4. Ddaware Co. Will Bk. C-17 
5. Delaware Co. Deed Bk. V-234 

3. Chester Co. Deed Bk. 1)-2-378 
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lot 113. Caesar Waters. 

Aer"· S .c.et; 22 perchel. 
Assessment; S ac.es, 22 pe.cMs o f I.nd, ellemPl . Hou .. al $50, .xemp!. 

See lot 111 for Griffith Evans's acquisition of 56 acres . He sold 10 
acres in the easternmost corner of the to\\lt1ship to Charles lIum-
phreys of Haverford in May, 1765 for £3 an acre, l The owner of sub-
stant ial Haverford properties, Humphreys became a member of the 
Co nt ine ntal Co ngress but failed 1O sign the Declarat ion of Indepen-
dcnce. Rat her than have his slaves freed automatically under the 
Pcn nsylvan ia law of J 780, he registered their names in the County 
Court 1I0 use . His list of eight (some belo nged to his sisters) included 
a Ncgro man "Cezar" who was 36, a Negro m an (Tom?) , 34, 
and a Mulatto woman "Judy ," 25, all slaves for life,2 "Jud y" seems a 
simple misrcading for " Indy" or "India"but the various handwritings 
in which it has been secn can be interpreted either way,3 Humphreys 
orficiated for some years as Collector of Negro Import Duties for 
Ph iladelphia Co unty.4 

Charles Humphreys wrote his long wi ll 8 November 1785 co nvey-
ing mi ll s, plantatio ns (including !)on treading, still standing in 1·laver-
fo rd), and o ther property to nieces and nephews.5 Toward the end 
of this meticulous docu ment he wrote " I give and devize Ul1l0 my 
servant man Cezar three acres of land in the T\vp of Radnor being 
part of te n acres o f land I bought of Griffith Evan 10 be la id out by 
my Exc cutors next adjoining his own so that it will not deprive thc 
ot her part of the land o f the Spring of Water &: 1 give and bequeath 
the remainder of sd. ten acres o f land unto my two servan ts Tom and 
Indy •.. " (or Judy). Later deeds show a properly line drawn straight 
through the spring. 

Waters, slave or no, already owned and lived on 2 acres 22 perches 
of land which were mentioned in a 1779 deed as belo ngi ng to him 
ahhough the actual conveyance , fro m Daniel Evans, was dated 180-l 
(the price $25).6 

\\'hen Richard Allen. who became the first Black Bisho p of the-
Methodist ChUTCh, wa lked through !'ennsylvania in 1784, he stayed 
at the Walers hou se where Mrs. Waters no t o nly fed him but min-
istered lo his weary feet (she washed them in water and bran; they 
were bcller next day). lie preached before a Radnor congregation, 
remain ing in Radnor some weeks. He spent half the wint er ur 
1785·6 also in Radnor at George Gyger's house (90) again preaching 
to the new Methodist organ ization (99).7 

In J uly of 1786, six mon ths after Charles Humphreys's death, 
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Caesar Walers received his freedom (a stipulation o f the owner's will). 
He also received a bequest of 20 si lver doUars which the executors 
paid bit by bit, perhaps as needed, beginning with 155 II March 
1786.8 

Both Walers and James Miller (114) were assessed for Radnor 
property in 1790 but spent some time in Germantown where, side by 
side, they were enumerated in the 1790 Census. 

".02 
Unmlfl1ioned 
texlrnpt11 

.805 
Unmlnlioned 
teumpt?1 

1823 
CeMlir Waters. bid 
Colo,c!· 
HoIISII & lot $100 

'843 
Danilt MeG,n, .. 
Barton Black 
HolISII " 101 
5 aeres. $.00 

Exempt in 1798, and probably in 1802 and 1805, the ho lding was 
lost for a debt of S 175.16 owed Daniel Evans. John Lindsay of Haver-
ford. a near neighbor who bought the property at the sheriff's sale 
17 October 1809 for $401, apparently returned it to the aging Waters 
but held the mo rtgage until his (Lindsay's) death in 1824.9 A younger 
J ohn Lindsay, as administrator of Caesar Waters's estate in 1829. 
sold the real estate for $380 to Jonathan Miller of Haverford (another 
neighbor).10 Personal items were inventoried as worth $32. The 
widow Phebe Waters and one child Charlotte, married to Henry 
Smith, survived.11 No mo re is kno wn of the Waters family. 

The third Negro Bishop o f the Methodist Church was named 
Edward Waters. An Edward Waters in the War of 1812 with 
the Radno r and Haverfo rd contingen1.12 The Bishop is said to have 
been bo rn in Maryland in 1780. No connection with Caesar Waters 
has been proven. 

The house and lot were sold as onf.: parcel o f Jonathan Miller', 
estate in 1842 for $750 to Daniel McGinty of Lower Mf.:rion.miller.13 
f\·tcGinty sold in 1852 to Nathan Moore who owned in 1881.14 Moorf.: 
Street adjoins the pro perty, now well settled . The Waters house has 
not been found . 

I. The dL'Cd is not recorded but is 
lIoted in Charles Humphreys's ac ' 
count book in the lIist. Soe. of 
I'{'nnll. 

2. Ashmc"d ,p . 204 
3. S ... · Klitharine Hew itt Cummin, 

.. I"he Blllcks in Radnor Bdore 
L!'I50,"IJulirlin of Radnor I list. 
&IC.. 19 73 

,1. Scc'l>arokl D. Wax Import 
nutiet ill ..... m ia," 

112 

P. M. II. B. XCVII. January 1973. 
p . 27 ff 

5. Che.ter CA. Will Bk. 8·32 
6. Delaware Co. Deed Bks. Y-2, 

11·2 12 
7. Allen, Richard TIl/' !.ife Experi 

ellces and the Gospel Labors of Ihr 
Rt. Rell. Richard AI/ro. pp. 20 , 23 

8. Day Book of Charles Ilumphrey. 
9. Delaware Co. Deed Bk. 

10. Delaware Co. Ad min. File 906 

I 1. Delaware Co. Orph. Ct. I ilr II US 
12. 
U . Delaware Co. Deed Bk. v·'97 

14. Oelawlre Co. Oeed BIr.. A-2-176. 
Moore', a!.."Count book, thanks to 
John L. Mathel" Jr., belongs to the 
Radnor Hisl. Soc. 



Lot 114 . James Miller etal. 

Acres 7. 
AI".m,nt ' 7 IoCr" 01 lend. uempt. One houH It $30, e>(empt . 

See lot 113 for Charles Humphreys's bequest of seven acres of 
land to his servants Tom and Indy Uudy?). Indy married James Miller 
in whose name the property W3S listed in 1798. 

Humphreys also freed these servants (the effectiv<; dllte six months 
after his death), but left Indy's ch ildren in bondage for their own 
protection until they became adulu. He directed his execut ors to usc 
estate money to build Tom and Ind y a good sawed log house with a 
s tone chimney and to care for his "o ld Servant woman named Nancy" 
and support her well (she was born in 1710). Nancy received 20 silver 
dollars for cloth ing, To m 20 silver do ll ars , and indy 10 as well as the 
testator's "old walnut dressing tab le" and a pair o f silver shoe buckles. 

The executo rs used the Day Book Charles lIumphreys opened in 
1772 (now in the possession of the Historical Society of Pennsyl· 
van ia) for writing their accounts. They outfiUed Tom and Caesar 
( I 13) for freedom wit h £ 1 .7·6 worth of clothes m:lde hy J ohn J oncs 
and, by April 1 of 1786 , were paying £ 1·11-6 for 27 bushels of lime 
for "Tom's 1·louse ." Five "pains" of glass cost 3s I and putty 25 1 d . 
I'erhaps '1"om's Ho use" and " Indy's House" were one; the will calls 
for one house, the Return shows on ly one. 

Milll"r was assessed for property in 1790 as "BlackJamcs" but was 
tax exempt in 1798. He was listed in Germanlown in the 1790 Census 
an d in Haverford in 1800. 

1802 
Unmentioned 
Tu 

1805 1823 
Unment,ontd J8mn Mill .. , Colo,.d 
Tex Hou&fI.nd 101 $100 

John Elliott end 
I_c Kellf:r 
House.nd lOt $200 

1843 
Philip Shqlt 
P"riek Kerraguln. Labourer 
5 eerel 
House .nd lOt $400 

E$lele John M,ller (coloured' 
Ho ..... ",d 101 $300 

Thomas CraiJl ( the "servant Tom ") and his wife Effie, of Philadel· 
phia, suld his half of the seven acres to Anthony Smith of Delaware 
Cuun ty for $80 23 March 1799. ' Crai ll and Smith were bOlh caIled 
"frce l\ l ulallCls." Smith left all of his property, real and pcrsnnal , by 
will of 29 J uly 1802, to Anthony Miller, son of J ames and India 
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Uulia?) .. Ddaware County Deed Boo k A-2-368 claims erroneously 
thai Smuh left the property directly to Judy Miller. 

Because Anthony j\.·till er died young and intestate, his parents 
this o ther half of the seven acres. Another sun,Jcsse, mar· 

ned, a house on t he nort herly corner of the pro perly ncar the 
.hne, fathered a son J o hn, and also died young. James and 

India MIller then entrusted that hOllse and one acre to J oh n Elliott 
of surveyor (83, 100) to hold for the ir grandson 
J ohn Mtller untIl he reached the age of 21. Elliott was to use the 
(rental) income to pay the debts incurred by J esse Miller in bui ld ing 
the house, to pay for house repairs, and to support and educa le J ohn 
MiIlcr.2 

By 1827 J esse Miller's widow had remarried and disappeared and 
J O.hn Elliott died. Samuel Garrigues took ove r as guardian. J ohn 
J\ohller was under 14. Garrigues made h is final account ing in 
1839 , $223.61 to young Miller; the greatest expense had 
bee n fenclng.3 An 1847 deed calls the housc lot "land o f the heirs of 
J ess, a Co loured man,"4 and an 1852 deed land "late of John Miller 
deceased. " 5 In 1840 the personal estate of a John Miller ("colored 
man"), late of Haverford, probably thisJohn Miller, newly come into 
hi s inJ.critance , was inventoried as 588.13 including fishing nels and 
guns.6 Miller's cousins the Newlins (or Newells) apparently inherited 
the piece .J . Newlin lived here in 1870. 

J ames Mi ller died in testate in 1829. lI is Administration papers 
not be found in Media. Later, when India Miller died (also 

IIltest.ale), she was survived by one child o nly, a daugh ter Rebecca 
Newhn or Newcll (the name is written both ways) who inherited . 

Rebecca's husband Il cnry died , and was buried inJune, 1830, 
Ius became the first bu rial "in the colored ground" in Lower Meri(Jll. 

inven tory included three fowling pieccs and household fur. 
Illsh lllgs In the keeping of seve n different peoplc,7 The administrator, 

.Kugler (grandsun-in. law o f William Sheaff (J II)). paid o ne 
Eliza Miller .$10 for nursing the deceased, paid Danicl Baugh M.D. 
525, and paid Fann y Ilisclman for boarding Henry , a child o f the 
deceased. Charles lIumph reys had listed one female Mulatto child 
named Fanny, aged 13 months, in his 1780 slave list. 8 Just ice Edward 
Hunter o f New town married a Frances Miller of Radnor to Charles 
Hisclman 13 March 1800, Fann y Ilisclman may have been J ames and 
India Mill er's daughter. Charles lI isclman , who lived on lot 39 in 
1805,died there in 181 2. 

John Smith and John Danly buth paid rent to the Newlin estate, 
Dimly $35 for the year 1831. Whcn Ind ia Miller died or Rebecca 
Newlin, is unclear, exc(' pt that India o utl ived her husba'nd. By 1843 
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the property belonged to Rebecca and Henry Newlin 's sons George , 
Henry, and James when George Newlin of Reading, boatman, so ld 
his o ne third interest in the ho use and six acres to Philip Sheaff (1 10) 
of Have rford for $ 100.9 Sheaff and his wife Harriet (Foreman) 
immediately sold their interest to the o ther brothers,James o f Lower 
Merion and Henry of Marple (he was later o f Readin g) aga in for 
$ 100. 10 The brothers (Newlin or Newell) sold in 1852 to Isaac M. 
Young of Ph iladelphia, innkeeper, for 11100.11 Between 1860 and 
1870 th e six acre parcel changed hands live more limes until Haydock 
Garrigues became the own er, and the Newell (Newlin ) family owned 
on ly J o hn Miller's acres.12 

In 1894, rightly o r wrongly, J ames Newlin's widow Sophia (he 
died in 1872) sold J ames G. Adams fo r 1150 the small t riangu lar plot 
cut from the J ohn Miller property by Bryn Mawr Avenue.13 Mrs. 
Newl in st ill lived in Radnor. In 1907 all the Newlin descendants, 
having moved away to Phil ade lphia , Chicago, and Atlantic City, pre· 
pared to sell the final piece. The heirs o f J ames Newlin (five children 
- their mother had died in 1900 and a sixth child died unmarried) 
disputed the claim that his brother l'lenry's heirs owned rights here. 
Since Henry (died 1874) had married his own niece, one ofJames's 
extant five ch ildren, the squabble, like most family hassles. waxed 
pointed and emo tional. As a compromise, they finally agreed that 
each of th e six heirs (Henry had left two daughters but o ne had mar· 
ried, disappeared, and was pres umed dead) wou ld benefit equally 
from the sale .14 The heirs of James outnumbered and outtalked the 
heirs or lI enry. George Newlin (or Newell) had presllRlably died 
ch ildless. 

They conveyed the prope rty (minus the tr iangle earlier sold by 
Sophia) to the Wayne Title and Trust Coml}any to sell for their 
account. In all, Henry's heirs 33 ' /3% or the proceeds instead 
of th e 60% logic wo uld di ctate (50% from Henry's interest and 10'Yo 
rro m Rebecca A. (Newlin) Newlin Rodley's share o f her rather' s half). 
Rc:beeca, twice widowed,lived in Chicago.15 

The family of James and Indy Uudy?) Miller owned this Radnor 
pie(.'e longer than most o f the 1798 fami lies. 

Lots 11 3 and 114 trail the assessment list of 1823 because the 
owners were Blac k; they were not in p roper alphabetical order as 
they were in 1798. Here again, in 1976, they trail th e list of Radno r's 
lands but only because the reader o f English scans from to right, 
from top to bottom, and the propert ies were numbered accordingly 
on the mas ter map. 
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l. Delaware Co. Deed BIr.. Z-701 
2. Delaware Co. Deed 11k. Y· 159 
3. Delaware Co. Orph. Ct . Filel 1066, 

1684 
4. Ddaware Co. Deed BIr.. Y·161 
5. Delaware Co. Deed BIr.. A·2·368 
6. Delaware Co. Admin. File 2169 
7. Delaware Co. Admin. File 945 
8. Ashmead. p. 204 
9. ChcsterCo. Deed BIr.. W·125 

10. Delaware Co. Deed BIr. . Z·702 
II. Delaware Co. Deed BIr.. A·2-3 68 
12. Delaware Co. Deed Bu. H·2.87, 

R·2-197. W·2-36 7. X· 2-635. 636 
13. Delaware Co. Deed Bk. R·8-202 
14. Delaware Co. Deed BIl. F· 1!1-80 
15. For ruther information on James 

Miller', dueendanu see ' 'The 
BIacki in Radnor Before 1850 ," 

or Radnor Hist . Soc •• 1973 
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